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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1.136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 October 2005 . 
2a)£3 This action is FINAL. 2b)Q This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-46 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 1-46 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

1 2)D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This office action is in response to the appeal brief filed October 24, 2005. Claims 1-46 
are presented for examination. 

2. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. code not included in this office action can be 
found in a prior office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. Claims 1-46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 103(a) as being unpatentable over Berstis 
(USPN 6,785,869). 

4. As per claim 1, Berstis teaches the invention as claimed, including a system for retrieving 
data, comprising a client device programmed to create a communications channel in response to 
selecting an element displayed on a page (col. 9 lines 59-62; col. 11 lines 22-30, 61-66) and to 
communicate information about the element via the communications channel (col. 10 lines 33- 
38, 43-45; col. 11 lines 18-21), the client device displaying on the page definitional information 
related to the selected element based on response data received via the communications channel 
(col. 8 lines 30-32; col. 10 lines 51-54); wherein the creation of the communications channel is 
event driven and responsive to at least one user-generated event (col. 8 lines 37-45; col. 10 line 
63 - col. 11 line 2; col. 11 lines 5-12, 22-30). 

5. It is noted that Berstis does not explicitly state that a communications channel is opened 
in response to a word or element being selected on a page since the glossary and dictionary are 
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locally stored on the client and are periodically updated from a server. Berstis discusses other 
embodiments that vary the way in which the glossary/dictionary is updated. For instance, the 
user can specify a preference list such that information is retrieved from the server before local 
storage is checked (col. 10 lines 7-18). Within this embodiment of Berstis, the claimed feature 
of communicating with the server to retrieve definitional information is shown. 

However, this citation of Berstis does not allude to the client device being programmed to 
"create a communications channel in response to selecting an element." Berstis does teach that 
the network communication from the client to the server can be implemented as part of a number 
of different network configurations (col. 3 lines 10-34). That is, some network environments 
may maintain a persistent connection between the client and server such that a communications 
channel need not be created, as it already exists, while others maintain non-persistent 
connections that would require a client to initiate a new connection each time a request is sent or 
a response is received. "Official Notice" is taken that a non-persistent network connection 
between a client and server that is recreated or rebuilt upon activity between the client and server 
would have been well known and expected to a person having ordinary skill in the art. In efforts 
to conserve resources or protect against security breaches, it is well known in the art to have a 
terminable network connection that expires at the end of a timeout period, for example. Upon 
network activity being resumed, the communications channel between the client and server is 
created. See Gibbs et al. (USPN 5,832,218), Hunt et al. (USPN 6,539,422), and in particular 
Aggarwal (USPN 6,775,298) (col. 6 lines 44-66, "for weakly connected links it is possible that 
the connection 60 is broken and the client 40 is trying to re-establish the session", "The server 20 
may also send an EXPIRED acknowledgement 89 if the client 40 reconnected after a timeout"). 
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Accordingly, since Berstis is disclosed within a network environment of any type, the claimed 
feature of "a client device programmed to create a communications channel in response to 
selecting an element" is obvious in light of Berstis and the common knowledge of those persons 
having ordinary skill in the art. 

6. As per claim 2, Berstis teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 1, 
wherein the client device is programmed to create a container on the page in response to the 
element being selected (col. 7 lines 30-36), the container being used to display the definitional 
information based on response data received via the communications channel (col. 8 lines 30-32, 
51-59). 

7. As per claims 3-4, Berstis teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
1, wherein the response data received via the communications channel programs the client device 
dynamically to display the definitional information on the page (col. 7 lines 30-36; col. 8 lines 
16-18, 30-32), wherein the client device is programmed to at least one of copy and transfer at 
least some of the response data to a container for displaying the definitional information based 
on the at least some of the response data on the page relative to the selected element (col. 7 lines 
30-36; col. 10 lines 23-29). 

8. As per claims 5-6, Berstis teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
4, wherein the client device is programmed to create the container on the page in response to the 
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element being selected (col. 7 lines 30-36; col. 10 lines 23-29), wherein the container is 
positioned adjacent to the selected element (col. 10 lines 33-38, 51-56). 

9. As per claims 7-8, Berstis teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
5, wherein the definitional information displayed in the container further includes selectable 
container elements (col. 10 lines 33-38, 51-56) and the client device is further programmed to 
communicate via the communications channel information about the at least one container 
element in response to selecting at least one container element (col. 10 lines 42-44, 57-62). 

10. As per claims 9-10, Berstis does not specifically teach the invention as claimed, including 
the system of claim 1, wherein the communications channel is an inline floating frame 
programmed to access an Active Server Page associated with a database. 

11. However, a number of protocols and data formats can be implemented in network 
communications. Berstis does indicate that the acronym/glossary checker is compatible with 
Internet browsers, but does not specifically address the data format or protocols used. It would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art that any number of Web compatible 
protocols could be used, while remaining within the scope and spirit of the invention, such as 
ActiveX, HTML, DHTML, XML, ASP, JavaScript, etc. 

12. As per claim 11, Berstis teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
1, wherein the information about the element includes at least one of a uniform resource locator 
and metadata associated with the displayed page (col. 1 1 lines 9-12, 27-38). 
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13. As per claim 12, Berstis teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
1, wherein the selected element includes at least one word (col. 7 lines 36-39, 43-46, 52-54). 

14. As per claim 13, Berstis teaches the invention as claimed, including the system of claim 
1, wherein the displayed page further includes a plurality of selectable elements and the selected 
element includes at least one of the selectable elements (col. 6 lines 40-51). 

15. As per claims 14-26, Berstis teaches the invention as claimed, including a system for 
retrieving data, comprising a client-server model for implementing the system of claims 1-13 
(Fig- 1). 

16. As per claim 27-36, Berstis teaches the invention as claimed, including a computer- 
readable medium having computer-executable instructions for performing acts comprising the 
steps performed by the system of claims 1-13 (Figs. 2, 3). 

17. As per claims 37-46, Berstis teaches the invention as claimed, including a method for 
dynamically retrieving data, comprising the steps performed by the system of claims 1-13 (col 1 
lines 56-57). 

Response to Arguments 

18. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
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19. Applicant's arguments are directed solely to the alleged deficiency of Berstis with respect 
to a client device creating a communications channel in response to selecting an element on a 
page. This argument has been presented before and addressed by Examiner. Nonetheless, a new 
reference has cited to demonstrate that this feature is well known and expected in the art (see 
numbered paragraph 5 above). Although no new grounds of rejection have been presented, 
Examiner has chosen to reissue a Final Rejection to give Applicant an opportunity to reconsider 
the filing of an Appeal Brief in light of what is well known in the art. Additional references are 
cited below in numbered paragraph 20 that show the claimed feature of creating a 
communications channel dynamically in response to network activity is well known. 

Conclusion 

20. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. Hunt et al. (USPN 6,539,422) discusses a client reconnecting to a server when 
activity resumes after a session has timed out; Gibbs et al. (USPN 5,832,218) discusses a 
client/server email environment wherein the connection between client and server only exists for 
as long as there is network activity. 

21. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 



Application/Control Number: 09/558,031 



Page 8 



Art Unit: 2195 

the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Syed J. Ali whose telephone number is (571) 272-3769. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8-5:30, 2nd Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Meng-Ai T. An can be reached on (571) 272-3756. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Syed Ali 

January 18, 2006 
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